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AN EARLY NINETEENTH CENTURY
TRAVELER IN PENSACOLA
One Henry Ker, evidently an American, traveled through
part of the western United States during the years 1803 to
1810. Like many other travelers, he wrote a book embodying
some of his experiences entitled Travels through the Western
Interior of the United States. From the Year 1803 up to the
Year 1810: with a particular Description of a great Part of
Mexico or New-Spain. . . . (Elizabethtown, N. Y., Printed for
the Author. 1816).
The author, who was born in Boston, moved with his father
to London at an early age and was placed in Westminster School
and educated for a business life. However, he was imbued
with the wanderlust and apparently indulged his predilections
to quite an extent.
The account, though seemingly exaggerated, is of value as
showing something of the- size and appearance of Pensacola a
few years before it came into the possession of the United
States. The description of West Florida in general is also
of value but far too short. This excerpt is from chapter
XXXIV, pages 334-335. JAMES  ALEXANDER  ROBERTSON
As I was within eighty miles of Pensacola, the cap-
ital of West-Florida, I thought it would be advisable
for me to visit the place. I accordingly made prepara-
tions for that purpose, and my business being soon
arranged, I left Mobile on the 4th of January, 1815.
Owing to boisterous weather, I did not arrive in Pen-
sacola before the next day.
The town of Pensacola is situated on a bay of the
gulf of Mexico, which forms a very commodious har-
bour, where there is plenty of water, and where ves-
sels may ride secure from every wind. The town is of
an oblong form, about a mile in length, and a half a
mile in breadth. It contains about two thousand houses,
and seven thousand inhabitants. The houses are many
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of them elegant and spacious. The chimnies are all
built of soft lime-stone, cut in squares, which lasts for
centuries. The public buildings are mostly built of
stone, and are very large and spacious. The town has
much increased of late, and promises soon to become
the principal mart of all the produce which is disposed
of in West Florida. The mercantile business is well
attended to, and many merchants have made their
fortunes in Pensacola in a few years.
The exports of Pensacola consist of skins, log-
wood, dying stuffs, and silver dollars, together with
sugar, cotton, and indigo, which in 1812 amounted to
240,500 dollars.
The soil of West-Florida is various according to the
different improvements which have been made upon
it. It is a mixture of sand and black mold, making
what is generally termed a grey soil. A considerable
part of it, when under cultivation, yields good crops
of indigo, cotton, corn or potatoes. The planting of
cotton has of late years been much attended to, sev-
eral planters having turned their indigo plantations
into cotton fields. There are two kinds of cotton which
flourish very well here, the annual and the West-In-
dian. The former is low and planted every year; the
phlox long, strong, and perfectly white. The latter
is a tall, perennial plant, the stalk somewhat shrubby,
several of which rise up from the root for a number of
successive years, the stems of the former year being
killed by the frosts. The balls of the West-Indian cot-
ton are not quite so large as the other, but the phlox,
or wool, is long, extremely fine, silky, and white.
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